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almost in sight of the former battle-field. Within
that short period the aspect of the war had changed.
Then Ferdinand had hoped to crush out dissent and
establish his power over all Germany; now he feared
for the safety of his hereditary dominions. If Gus-
tavus had conquered at Liitzen and lived to utilise
his victory, the history of Germany would have been
changed, but this was not to be. The King prayed
before his troops, they sang a hymn to the God of
battles, and then marched against Wallenstein. The
battle was stubbornly contested, and at last the
Swedes were left in possession of the field, but they
had won a disastrous victory. Gustavus exposed
himself with his usual reckless courage; he was
mortally wounded and fell dead on the battle-field.
In little over a year he had made himself the fore-
most man in Europe; he had established his repu-
tation as one of the world's great' captains, he had
become the hero of Protestantism, he had gained a
fame which is fresh after more than two centuries,
and will endure for centuries yet to come.

It is doubtful if Richelieu heard of Gustavus's
death with regret; the genie which the Cardinal
had evoked proved so potent that he was filled with
apprehension. He wished to check Ferdinand's
power, but when the morning mists broke before
the battle of Liitzen, Gustavus was more powerful
than Ferdinand had ever been. If the King had
lived, it is certain that the alliance between France
and Sweden would sooner or later have come to an
end. Gustavus was not the man to shape his
policy to suit the views of another, his victoriese was slow in putting his.forces to, whichforms of taxation which added to their burden.
